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Forward . 


In conjunction with the Potted History, 
produced to celebrate the Centenary of 
Edmonton County School, this publication 
lists some of the “Notable Alumni” who have 
attended the school over the past century. 

It is to be admired that a “fairly ordinary” 
school serving Edmonton and Enfield should 
have produce so many “not so ordinary” old 
scholars who have achieved so much in so 
many diverse fields. 

T 

A his publication includes details of careers 
such as those of Musician, Academic, 
Historian, Politician, Athlete, Actor, 
Entertainer, Doctor, Film Producer, Author 
and Cleric etc. 







AA^here space permits, we have 
included as much potted history of each 
former pupil that we have researched. 

The source of much of this information is 
either from Wikipedia, the subject’s own 
web site or from contemporaries. If we 
have a photo or photos they are included. 
Since most information is in the public 
domain we have not always sought 
permission. 

AA^e have included their years at the 
school or, if not certain, have taken a 
reasoned guess from their date of birth 
and assumed that they started at ECS at 
the age of eleven and stayed for a 
minimum of five years. 

If they are deceased, this will be 
noted if know. 




Kriss Akabusi - Athlete 



Kriss Kezie Uche Chukwu Duru Akabusi MBE MA 
was bom in 1958 and so will have joined the school in 
1969. He was known as Kezie. Pupils at the school at the 
time generally recall the frequent cries of "Akabusi - 
Out!" during assembly! 

Kriss is perhaps best known for his athletics career, 
with particular highlights being winning an individual 
gold over the 400m hurdles in the 1990 European 
Championships, and being part of the 4x400m team that 
took gold in the 1991 World Championships. 

Kriss has also presented various TV programmes and 
is a regular on chat and games shows. He is now a 
successful motivational speaker with his own company. 
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Doreen Aris was born in 1931 in Bethnal Green, 
London,and would have gone to the school between 1942 
and 1947 approximately. 

She is an actress, known for Air Mail from Cyprus 
(1958), The Night My Number Came Up (1955) and The 
Miser (1956). She also acted in Z-Cars and Mogul and 
appeared in Shakespeare’s The Tempest with John Gielgud. 
Her last recorded appearance was as a tycoon’s wife in 
“Very Like a Whale” 1980. This is only a thread of her 
career which can be followed in full on IMDb 
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Andy Batchelor - Thames Barrier Flood Relief 

Engineer 



Late on 31 January 1953, a heavy storm erupted in the North 
Sea. Strong winds with low pressure and fast currents produced 
a surge that devastated the UK’s east coast. The storm caused 
damage all over the country - 30,000 people were evacuated from 
their homes - but it was particularly intense in the Thames. The 
river was already full after days of rain, and the extra water 
pushed into the estuary by the surge broke sea walls and 
inundated thousands of properties. More than 320 people died 
that night, many in Essex and other coastal counties north of the 
Thames Estuary. It remains one of the country’s worst ever 
natural disasters 

Andy Batchelor (ECS 1973-78 apprx) has been working to 
prevent a similar catastrophe for all of his professional life. The 
56-year-old manager of the Thames Barrier began his engineering 
career in the aftermath of the flood, building embankments in the 
outer estuary to keep the water out. Though more than half a 
century has now passed, the 1953 disaster is still shaping the 
UK’s approach to flood prevention. 
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Doreen Bayley MBE 



Doreen was a student at ECS during WWII from 1939 to 1946 
and was a prefect from 1943 to 1945. She became Head Girl for 
1945 and 1946. 

After leaving ECS she attended Leeds University from 1946 to 
1949 reading English and then UCL where she obtained a 
diploma in Librarianship. She joined the Institute of Civil 
Engineers from 1951 to 1987 as a librarian. 

Doreen was awarded the MBE in 1987 for services to the 
Institute of Civil Engineers and an honorary MA from Leeds 
University in 1988 for services to students in London (Leeds 
University Old Students’ Association) from 1949 up to 2014. 

Doreen was a dedicated Committee member of ECSOSA for 
many years but unfortunately made the decision to resign due to 
severe mobility problems. 
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William John Berry - Speedway Promoter: 

ECS 1955-1961 a pp rx 1| 

John Berry (L)was bom in 1944 
and grew up in Edmonton. He 
was educated at ECS before 
studying for a degree in Food 
Technology P* His first business 
venture was a fish and chip shop 
in London's East End. 

Berry brought speedway back to 
Ipswich in 1969 by building a 
new track at Foxhall Stadium His 
application for a licence to 
compete in the second division of the British League was initially 
turned down but later accepted, and Ipswich joined the top division 
in 1972. Recruiting a team of riders largely from the Ipswich area, 
the Witches were one of the most successful teams of the 1970s 
and early 1980s, winning the British League in 1975, 1976, and 
1984, and finishing as runners-up in 1981 and 1983. 

Berry went on to manage the England team between 1975 
and 1979. He managed the England team again in 1982 and 1985, 
and managed a National League representative team in a series 
against Poland in 1987. In the mid-1980s he was considered for a 
position in overall charge of British speedway, but did not get the 
full support of fellow promoters and retired from his position as 
Ipswich promoter. He returned to speedway first as a consultant 
and then promoter for the Wimbledon Dons in the 1987 season. 
He emigrated to Australia in 1989. He wrote two books about his 
time in British speedway, Confessions of a Speedway Promoter 
and More Confessions. He was also a columnist for the speedway 
magazine Backtrack .He died on 3 August 2012 at his home in 
Perth, Australia, aged 67. 
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Kenny Clayton - Musician ECS 1947 -1952 








Kenny, known to his contemporaries as Kenney Wilkinson is well known as 
a music producer, arranger and conductor, as well as being a renowned jazz 
pianist. He studied piano at the Trinity College of Music in London. In the 
late 1950s, by the age of twenty-one, Clayton firmly established himself as 
a working pianist and accompanied Alma Cogan and Terry Dene on a tour 
of the Empire Theatres, as well as working in cabaret with Shani Wallis, 
Jeannie Carson, Libby Morris and Joan Turner. 

Having achieved success on the popular UK variety circuit, Clayton was 
quickly signed to EMI/Parlophone and released his first single, "Tenerife," 
which he introduced on the British TV music series Thank Your Lucky Stars. 
He also was responsible for the wonderful arrangements of Carlo Dini's 
"Two people " which was written by Don Black and was released on 
Parlophone. Throughout the 1960s and 70s he was musical director and 
arranger for a number of popular singers, including Dick Haymes, Shirley 
Bassey, Matt Monro, Robin Gibb, Cilia Black, Charles Aznavour, Sacha 
Distel, and Roger Whittaker. He was Petula Clark's musical director and 
arranger from 1962 until 2005, and also performs with his jazz/swing Kenny 
Clayton Trio. In July 1967 Kenny accompanied Matt Monro at the famous 
40 Thieves Club in Hamilton, Bermuda 

He now divides his time between London and Menorca. In 2011/2012 he 
played on several occasions at the Alley Cat venue in Denmark Street 
London with his long-time friend, the crooner Paul Ryan. 

This is a very curtailed version of Kenny’s achievements. Look him up. 
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Amateur Footballer Barnet 
5 1955 - 1960 apprx) 


Les Eason (bom 22 September 1944 in 
Edmonton is a English former semi 
professional footballer who played as a 
forward/midfielder and is regarded as one 
of the finest Non League footballers not 
to have signed as a professional. 
Edmonton Schools was where he first 
began to make his mark as a natural goal 
scorer in a position that was then called 
inside forward and quickly moved to 
county level before transferring to Athenian League standard 
with Finchley in 1963. After winning a Delphian Championship 
medal while with Edmonton, Les then helped Finchley to 
runners up in the Athenian League in 1964-65. The same season 
Finchley reached the semi final of the FA Amateur Cup, losing 
4-1 against Hendon at Highbury. 

Bamet Football Club, then managed by Dexter Adams, who 
had recently won two Athenian League titles made a move for 
the 19 year old Eason just in time for their first season as a semi 
professional club in the Southern League Division 1. It was a 
league debut to dream about as the Bees thrashed Hinckley 
Athletic 10-1 with Les scoring the last goal. Barnet took the 
Division by storm scoring 114 goals in the process. In his first 
season at Underhill Les built up sensational partnerships with 
strikers Roger Figg and Tony Harding and scored over 30 goals. 
As Les recalls,“Manager Dexter Adams’ favourite phrase was 
“zip it around boys” as opposed to just knock it around and that 
side could really play. I suppose I was slightly off the pace at 
first in a frankly superior league, but I soon found my feet”. 



10 



















I Tijion Esho - Cosmetic Doctor - TV Personality 

Esho was bom and grew up in North London 
and is of Nigerian descent. During his youth 
he attended Edmonton County Secondary 
School 1994-1999 apprx. and initially 
wanted to become an artist but due to his 
conservative African up-bringing he was 
encouraged not to follow this career option. 
In 2000, Esho started his education at 
Leicester Medical School, and graduated in 
2005 with a Bachelor of Medicine 
(MBCHB). In 2007 he completed his 
foundation year and the following year Esho completed his MRCS, then 
after completing senior surgical rotation training, Esho moved to the 
vocational training scheme completing his CCT and specialising in aesthetic 
medicine. 

Esho started his career at the NHS as a surgical trainee, and shortly after that 
he founded the Le Beau Ideal Lifestyle Clinic and then in 2013 "rebranded" 
to The ESHO clinic with locations in London and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. In 
early 2016, Esho launched Midas By Esho , a lip augmentation tool to help 
practitioners sculpt and position lips whilst making augmentations. Apart 
from the development of Midas, Esho has been involved in pioneering new 
techniques and methods in laser skin rejuvenation, lip augmentation with 
the Nano Droplet technique, Cupid’s Bow Lift and leading a Botox 
revolution with Robot Botox. In autumn 2017, Esho launched the ESHO 
product range in collaboration with beauty company Deciem. He has also 
advocated for stricter UK legislation when it comes to safety protocols for 
cosmetic surgery. The main objective of the initiative is to provide non- 
surgical corrective work. In October 2016, Esho launched The ESHO 
Initiative in collaboration with Church treatment, free of charge, to patients 
who have been the victims of botched cosmetic procedures, those who have 
been born with congenital deformities and those who have experienced 
severe scarring or disfigurement, due to a life changing incident. 

https://www.eshoclinic.co.uk/dr-esho/ 
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Robert Greenhill - Opera Singer, Teacher 
ECS Years unknown but circa 1969-75 


Robert studied at the Royal Northern 
College of Music. He began his 
career as an opera singer in the UK 
and all over Europe with Northern 
Ireland Opera, Kent Opera, Voltface 
and Sicily Opera and performed the 
Oratorio repertoire with The London 
Mozart Players, Les Arts Baroque 
and Covent Garden Chamber 
Orchestra. 


He has performed with The London Pops Orchestra at The Royal Albert Hall 
and around England, performing songs from the Musical Theatre repertoire. 
As a singing teacher he was head of singing at The Urdang from 1993-96, 
then head of singing at Elmhurst in 1996-2002. He went to Spain from 
2002-06 to be Musical Director in several musicals, and achieved best musical 
in Spain 2006 for Tarzan. He also worked as Musical Director on Swan Lake 
the Musical and a new version of Beauty and the Beast both of which toured 
Spain and Mallorca. He returned to England to teach at the Urdang in 2006- 
13 as a senior singing teacher. He has worked as a musical director on West 
Side Story, Sweet Charity Bugsy Malone, Godspell and Pippin. He taught 
singing at The Centre for Performing Arts from 2013 -16. 

He teaches at the The Royal Holloway, University of London from 2015 and 
is Director of Music at St John’s Hyde Park, where he has 8 post graduates, 
opera students drawn from the Royal College, Royal Academy, Guildhall 
and Trinity College of Music. He conducts St John’s Chamber Orchestra 
made up of players from many of the London Orchestras. The leader is 
Jonathan Hill who is the leader of Les Miserables. 
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Prof Edward John Hinch. Professor of Fluid 
Mechanics at the University of Cambridge and a 
fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge 


John Hinch was bom 4 March 1947 and 
attended the school from 195 8-65 apprx. 

His research covers a wide range of fluid 
dynamics, including micro¬ 

hydrodynamics, colloidal dispersion, 
flow through porous media, polymer 
rheology and non-Newtonian fluid 
dynamics. He also works on industrial 
problems involving fluid dynamics, 
including collaborating with 

experimental groups in Paris, Marseilles and Toulouse. He 
lectures undergraduates at the University of Cambridge, is a 
Director of Studies for Trinity College, and supervises PhD 
students. 

John Hinch has published more than a hundred papers on fluid 
dynamics. Since 1997 he has been a Fellow of the Royal Society 
and he is also a Knight of the Ordre National du Merite of France, 
a Foreign Associate of the U.S. National Academy of 
Engineering (2012), and a Fellow of the American Physical 
Society. 
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Basil William Hoskins was born on 10th June 1927 and attended 
the school in the 1940’s. He went to RADA and became a fine 
character actor who dedicated his career to the theatre, appearing 
in the classics and in musicals. A spell with the Royal Shakepeare 
Company (as it became) in the 1950s was followed by a number 
of West End leads. He made a number of film appearances in 
minor parts (The photo above left is from Ice Cold In Alex.) and 
became well known on television as Dr Lane Russell in 
Emergency Ward 10. He continued to appear in a number of 
television dramas over the years including “The Prisoner” mostly 
in guest appearances and supporting roles. He died on 17th 

January 2005. 

In many places, including his own driving licence and passport 
10th June 1929 is shown as his date of birth and this provoked 
some bemusement among his contemporaries at the school. 
Suffice to say the earlier date is the true one. 
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John Hulley - ECS 1945-1952 


John Hulley is the only former 
pupil of Edmonton County School 
to have risen to become Head. 
Teacher. He entered Edmonton 
County School in 1945 following 
the 1944 Education Act. He left in 
1952 to study History at the London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science. 




After graduation he trained as a teacher and began work at one 
of only two comprehensive schools in England, Mount Grace 
Potters Bar, rising to become Head of History. There he became 
a strong supporter of Comprehension over the 11+ system. 

He subsequently served in three schools in the London area 
becoming Head of John Kelly Boys' School in Brent. Then in 
January 1975, following the death of Mr. Hudson, he became 
Head of Edmonton School, recently created from the County 
and neighbouring Rowantree Secondary Modem, and still 
struggling to operate as one school. With the support of an 
enthusiastic staff and Governors the school expanded with at one 
time some 1500 students. 

Since retirement he has done voluntary work on the board of a 
Housing Society and chaired a local Environment Company. 
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Kevan James, cricketer, Mddx, Hampshire, 
Wellington NZ and England 



Described as the archetypal journeyman county cricketer, Kevan 
was at the school from 1972 to 1979. 

He toured Australia and West Indies with Young England (which 
didn't do his A-Level results any favours) and played first class 
cricket for Middlesex from 1980 to 1984 where his chances were 
limited. He then moved on to Hampshire where he enjoyed a 
solid career for fifteen years. 

A left-hand middle order batsman and left-arm medium-fast 
bowler (but a right-arm fielder!), Kevan cemented his place in 
cricketing history on the 1st July 1996 when he took four wickets 
in four balls for Hampshire against India and then went on to hit 
a century. He is now a sports reporter and presenter for BBC 
Radio Solent. 
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Kelly (Bernadette) Johnson 



Kelly was a well regarded lead guitarist, perhaps best known to 
many for her time with the heavy metal band Girlschool in the 
late 1970's and early 1980. 

Bom in 1958, she would have joined the school in 1969 to 1973 
and was known as Bernadette Johnson at the time. Sadly Kelly 
died on 15th July 2007 after losing a six year battle with cancer 
of the spine. 
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Professor Annette Karmiloff-Smith CBE, (ECS 1950-19( 



Annette Karmiloff-Smith CBE FBA FMedSci (1938—2016) was a 
professorial research fellow at the Developmental Neurocognition Lab at 

Birkbeck, University of London. 
Before moving to Birbeck, she 


was Head of the Neurocognitive 
Development Unit at Institute of 
Child Health, University 
College, London. She was an 



--1 expert in developmental 


disorders, with a particular 
interest in Williams syndrome 
The following obituary is by her 
brother Paul Smith 


“My dear sister, the brilliant 
developmental 
neuropsychologist, has passed 
away and one of the brightest 
lights into the psychology of 
children’s development has 


been dimmed. She hadfond memories of her time at Edmonton County and 
was once invited back as guest of honour at Speech Day. 

She actually started her professional life as a simultaneous interpreter for 
the UN, and then went on to study psychology and trained with Jean Piaget. 
She went into neuropsychology and starting rethinking some of the 
assumptions of how cognition was organised in the brain which, until then, 
had almost entirely been based on studies of adults with brain injury. These 
studies showed that some mental abilities could be independently impaired 
after brain damage, suggesting that there was a degree of ‘modularity ’ in 
the organisation of cognitive functions. She investigated children with 
developmental disorders, like autism or William’s syndrome, and showed 
that what seemed to be the ‘natural ' organisation of the brain in adults was 
actually a result of development itself—an approach she called 
neuroconstructivism. In other words, developmental disorders were not 
‘knocking out' specific abilities but affecting the dynamics of 
neurodevelopment as the child interacted with the world. “ 
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Debbie Kurup - Actress/Singer ECS 1990-1995 | 



BHH 


Debbie starred as Jack in the Hackney Empire's production of Jack and the 
Beanstalk from November 2015. Also in 2015 she played the role of Reno 
Sweeney in Anything Goes for which she received a MTA nomination for 
Best Actress and “Rave Reviews” from the critics. Prior to this, she played 
Nicki Marron in the World Premiere of The Bodyguard at the Adelphi 
Theatre, London, (2013). 

Debbie was nominated for an Olivier Award for Best Performance in a 
Supporting Role in a Musical and Best Supporting Actress in a musical at 
the Whatsonstage.com Awards of 2013, for her role as Nicki Marron in The 
Bodyguard and as Best actress in a supporting role in a musical at the 
BroadwayWorld.comUK awards .She has also appeared in several theatre 
productions, including Chicago as Velma Kelly in 2006 at the Adelphi 
Theatre, London and in 2011 at the Cambridge Theatre. Other appearances 
include, DeeDee in Ben Elton's musical Tonight's The Night at the Victoria 
Palace. Mimi in Rent UK Tour and in the West End at the Prince of Wales 
Theatre. Carmen in Fame for the UK tour and Consuela/Anita in West Side 
Story at the Prince of Wales Theatre, n September 2007 she starred in new 
musical I Love You Because at the Landor Theatre, Clapham, London as 
Diana Bingley, receiving critical acclaim. She also played the role of KT in 
Sister Act, at the London Palladium. 

Debbie is very active on Twitter with several Tweets a day keeping her fans 
up to date with her activities. 
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Larry Lamb - Actor 



Lawrence Douglas (Larry) Lamb (born 1 October 1947) was at 
the school from 1959 to 1965 He is an English actor and radio 

presenter. 

In 2008 he became familiar to a whole lot more people when he 
joined the cast of East Enders as Archie Mitchell. He was written 
out in dramatic, and final, fashion for the big Christmas 2009 
story. He played Mick Shipman in the BBC romantic comedy 
series Gavin & Stacey and Ted Case in the final series of the BBC 
Crime Drama New Tricks. He was also on I'm A Celebrity Get Me 

Out of Here 2016. 

Appearing in C4 Who do you think you are he had a poignant 
meeting with his old teacher at ECS. 

He is remembered by many for his role in the pioneering 
BBC soap 'Triangle' made in the early 1980’s (for those not 
familiar with it, it was set on a North Sea Ferry!). He is known to 
many for his numerous appearances in TV productions since then 
but is also active on the stage and has appeared in numerous 
feature films. He has a very active Twitter account. 
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Shirley Luck ARCM., DipRAM. ECS 1969 -1975 


After leaving ECS, Shirley Luck (nee Pilgrim) 
attended the Royal Academy of Music and the 
National Opera Studio. She has taken part in Master 
classes with Tito Gobbi and Elizabeth Schwarzkopf 
at the Wigmore Hall in London .Shirley made her 
solo debut with Glyndeboume Touring Opera as 
Helena in A Midsummer Nights Dream and then 
toured England and Hong Kong with Glyndeboume 
Festival Opera. She has also performed with English 
National Opera, Scottish Opera, English Festival 
Opera and New D’Oyly Carte. 


Shirley has performed at festivals in Wexford, Buxton, Edinburgh and Holland. 
Concert and oratorio performance venues include the Barbican in London, Lincoln 
Cathedral, and York Minster as well as educational work such as the Bayliss 
Programme with English National Opera. 

Her repertoire has been varied, operatic roles include Mimi - La Boheme, Fiordiligi 
- Cosi Fan Tutti, title roles in Tosca and Carmen, Anna Maurrant - Street Scene, 
Female Chorus - Rape of Lucretia and Santuzza - Cavalleria Rusticana. Shirley went 
on to enjoy performing in lighter repertoires such as Cinderella - Into The Woods 
and You’re Gonna Love Tomorrow by Stephen Sondheim. She was in the original 
cast of the new musical Bom Again directed by Sir Peter Hall at the Chichester 
Festival and has worked with Sir Trevor Nunn and Nicholas Hymer. Shirley has 
also worked on numerous CD recordings for musicals and film scores. 

In 2009 Shirley recorded a solo CD raising over £7000 for the Macmillan cancer 
charity. Besides her performing she has been teaching singing since 2000 both 
privately and at Queenswood School and Haileybury College in Hertfordshire. 

More recently she has trained and added to her working week the role of a Large 
Carnivore Keeper. Working, training and caring for Lions, Tigers and Jaguars 
amongst other large and small cats at ZSH (Paradise Wildlife Park) also in 
Hertfordshire. Educating about the importance of conservation and the natural 
world. 

(Source - Shirley’s own biography) 
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Keith Mack, Controller of National Air Traffic 
f Services from 1985-8, and Director General from 

1989-93 of Eurocontrol 


- ' ~ ' \ 

| • ; V ' ' ,, 

1 



Keith Mack was born in 1931 and was at ECS from 1944 to 1949 
approx 

He devoted his entire career to aviation. Alter having seived as a 
pilot in the Royal Air Force, Keith Mack joined the organisation 
which was to become the United Kingdom’s Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA). After having completed training as an air traffic 
controller, he worked at a number of operational units. 

In September 1978, he took over as Deputy Director of Control 
(Airspace Policy), responsible for various aspects of the United 
Kingdom’s airspace policy and planning. He was also the United 
Kingdom’s representative to ICAO, NATO and EUROCONTROL. 

He was the Director General ot EUROCONTROL, the European 
Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation, from 1989 until 

1993. 


22 































Ron Onions OBE - Radio Presenter 




Ron Edward Derek Onions was born on 27th August 1929 and 
attended the school in the 1940’s. 

After school he served as ground crew with the RAF before 
moving in to journalism with the Enfield Gazette and Tottenham 
Herald and the Brighton Evening Argus. 

He worked with Southern Television before joining the BBC in 
1961. He became their first news organiser in New York in 1967, 
covering a number of major international news events. He joined 
Capital Radio in 1973, setting up their news room, before moving 
to LBC and Independent Radio News (IRN) in 1974. He later 
became the first programme director of Jazz FM before returning 


to LBC. 


He is recognised as a true pioneer of radio news, and is credited 
with completely changing the style of radio news delivery in the 
UK. He was appointed an OBE in 1983. He died on 27th May 
2012. 
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Kev Orkian is a British- 
Armenian musician, comedian 
and actor born 

in London to Armenian parents. 

He has performed around the 
world from New York City, Los 
Angeles and Toronto to Dubai, 
Oman and Australia. Orkian has 
been compared to the likes 
of Victor Borge, Bobby Crush, 

and Dudley Moore. 

Between 2003 and 2009, Kev Orkian spent a lot of his time 
touring the UK as the support act for some of the biggest names 
in British comedy and has previously starred in West-End 
London musicals including Fame, Happy Days and Boogie 
Nights alongside Dancing on Ice winner and Emmerdale actress 
Hay ley Tamaddon. 

In 2009 Kev Orkian became a regular on the UK comedy circuit 
performing at well-known clubs such as Jongleurs where his 
comedy rendition of Elton John's 'I'm Still Standing has been 
described as Comedy Gold, and has generated standing ovations. 

On 23 September 2009 Event Magazine reported that Orkian 
won the final of The Next Big Thing - the event industry's version 
of The X Factor, which was held at Event UK in Birmingham. 
Source Wikipedia) See also his Twitter account 
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Colin Parnell - Editor of Decanter Magazine 



Colin Parnell (ECS 1947-52) approx was the co-founder of 
Decanter Magazine in 1975, now the oldest consumer wine 
publication in the UK and published in 91 countries including 
China, 

Jancis Robinson remembers Parnell’s kindness to her when, as 
a young ‘crinkly-haired hippie she joined the magazine as his 
assistant at Haymarket.“Colin deserves enormous credit,’ she 
writes, “Decanter, Britain’s first consumer wine magazine, was 
entirely his idea. With great prescience he saw that wine was 
about to take off in the UK. He realised that there would be a 
market for a more consumer-orientated publication and, most 
importantly, the ads to sustain it.’Parnell had a fulfilled existence 
outside the wine business. He was a composer of church music 
and a talented musician who had played clarinet and piano with 
George Melly and at the legendary Ronnie Scott’s in Soho. 

In his last years he was the organist and choirmaster at the church 
of St Mary the Virgin in Selling in Kent. 

He died in June 2010 of a short illness. 
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Dennis uses characters such as Percy Penguin and a live white rabbit called 
"Hunny Bunny". 

He also has a large collection of ventriloquists dummies on which he 
advises for use in stage plays and television shows. 

He started performing while still at school and had to turn down a booking 
offered by Teacher Mr. Elengom because he had been previously booked 
on the same day by his Form Master, Mr. Doubleday! 

A member of the Inner Magic Circle he was one of the 
Paul Daniels' team appearing in TV's "Wizbit" show. He 
has worked on 64 television programmes and 4 feature 
films. "Chitty Bang Bang", "Mountains of the Moon", 
"Elephant Man" and "Jamaica Inn". He has also 
performed in St. James' Palace and at No. 11 Downing 
Street for the Lawson family. 


Four books of his own have been published, 2 on ventriloquism, 1 on 
puzzles and another on magic. He also illustrated over 30 magic books for 
other authors. He was Art Director on two magicians' magazines, one for 
10 years and another for 20 years. 

Photographed with Prince Charles when he did close-up magic at the "Not 
Forgotten" Association Christmas dinner at St. James' Palace. 


Dennis Patten (ECS 1944-1949) - 
Magician - Ventriloquist - Punch & Judy Man 
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Ronald Edward Perrin (Ron) MA (Oxon), FRCO, FTCL, LRAM 



Ron Perrin bom 13 th April 1931 attended Edmonton County School from 1942 to 1949. 
In 1949 he won the prestigious Christopher Tatton Organ Scholarship to Christ Church, 
Oxford, reading for an honours degree in music. In 1951 he became a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Organists, a Fellow of Trinity College, Fondon, and a Ficentiate of 
the Royal Academy of Music. 

After National Service he spent a year at Feeds Parish Church, first as assistant and 
later, acting organist. In 1954 he took up the post of sub organist at York Minster for 
twelve years. 

In 1966 he was appointed organist and master of choristers at Ripon Cathedral. He was 
a brilliant organist with an outstanding technique and able to play very difficult pieces 
at what many regarded as a suicidal pace. ‘'Life in the choir with Ron was never boring”. 
He was for several years conductor of the Ripon Choral Society and the Harrogate 
String Orchestra. In 1969 he introduced ‘A Ceremony of Carols’ by Benjamin Britten 
which has been performed at Ripon Cathedral every Christmas since. 

He composed several lively and rhythmic settings of the canticles and some organ 
pieces including ‘Fileuse’ which he included in one of the first commercial recordings 
of the organ at Ripon Cathedral in 1967. He wrote the flashy ‘Spanish Tocata’ in 1986 
to show off the new orchestral trumpet stop. 

Towards the end of his career his health deteriorated and in 1994 he resigned. To his 
great pleasure the Dean and Chapter bestowed upon him the title of‘Organist Titulaire’ 
in recognition of his services. 

Dr Simon Finley, organist of Feeds Parish Church and a long-time friend wrote an 
appreciation on Ron’s retirement, part of which is reproduced here - “His long-term 
tenure at Ripon Cathedral has been the main focus of his professional life, not that it 
has been a conventional, organ-loft bound, cloistered existence by anyone’s stretch of 
the imagination. Fast cars, pastel-shade suits andflamboyant playing style are all part 
of his make-up and have been ours to enjoy”. 

Ronald Perrin died on the 5 th September 1997 and is buried in Ripon Cemetery. 

(The above is summarised from Chapter 12 ‘Organists and Masters of the 
Choristers’ Music at Ripon Cathedral, on behalf of the Dean & Chapter of Ripon 
Cathedral who hold the copyright of the Music at Ripon Cathedral book. 
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I Andrew Pink - PhD, ARCM, LRAM I 

Project Manager, Musician, Teacher. - ECS 1969-75 | 

Andrew has many years of experience as a university- 
based project manager responsible for delivering all 
aspects of financial management, HR processes, social 
media, digital and print communications,stakeholder 
liaison and UK and overseas events and travel 
management. He has supported project leaders who are 
specialists across a wide variety of academic 
disciplines: fine art, modem language studies, gender 
& sexuality, history, literature, museum studies, music, 
politics, sociology, theatre & theology. He is 
experienced in book and journal editing and working 
with online publishing platforms 
He has a successful record of promptly delivering project outputs, both in print and 
online, whether commercial or open access. From March 2016-July 2018 he worked 
alongside Professor Anthony Bale (Executive Dean of Arts, Birkbeck, University 
of London) to establish and manage his Leverhulme funded International Networks 
project Pilgrim Libraries: books & reading on the medieval routes to Jerusalem & 
Rome, and organising conferences in London, New York and Rome. From autumn 
2018 he is managing the UCL Institute of the Americas’ busy portfolio of events 
and communications during a period of extended staff absence. He is also a musician 
and a teacher. He studied organ performance and choral conducting on the Advanced 
Post-graduate Perfomers course at the Royal Academy of Music (University of 
London) and has a PhD in historical musicology (Goldsmiths, University of London) 
as well as a Masters degree in Liturgical Music (APU Cambridge), a Bachelors 
degree in Education (University of Winchester) with Qualified Teacher Status and 
diplomas from the Royal College of Music (ARCM: organ performance with 
honours) and the Royal Academy of Music (LRAM: organ teaching). 

As a project-focussed church musician he works with Anglican and Catholic parishes 
that seek immediate short-term practical support for liturgical music, and with those 
seeking to develop a longer-term realistic vision for sustainable musical liturgy. 

Some may recall him as one of the regular pianists who accompanied morning 
assembly in the School hall on the school’s rather nice Steinway grand - and playing 
the organ for the annual Upper School Christmas service held at St Stephen’s 
church, Bush Hill Park, and to which the entire Upper School staff and student body 
was marched, led by the indomitable Miss Staples. 
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Canon Martin George Poll, QHC 
(ECS 1972 - 1979)British Church of England priest 



Martin George Poll, QHC born 1961 was educated at Edmonton County 
School from 1972 to 1979. He studied English and Religious Studies at The 
University of Kent at Canterbury and graduated with a BA in 1983. 

In 1984 he entered Ripon College and spent three years training for ordination 
and studying theology. He spent some time with the Royal Army Chaplain’s 
Department and in 1987 was ordained into the Church of England as a deacon 
and in 1987 as a priest. From 1987 to 1990 he served his curacy at John Keble 
Church, Mill Hill but during this period he saw an advertisement for the Royal 
Navy Chaplaincy Department. He was given a tour of service and found it 
appealing and in 1990 was commissioned as a military chaplain in the Royal 
Navy. 

He served in many branches of the Royal Navy Chaplaincy Services through 
the next few years seeing overseas service in conflict areas. Then in 2010 he 
was promoted to Deputy Chaplain of the Fleet. He was also appointed 
Principal Anglican Chaplain and Archdeacon for the Royal Navy. As 
Archdeacon he was elected to the General Synod of the Church of England 
and in December 2011 he was made Honorary Canon of Portsmouth 
Cathedral. In August 2012 he stepped down as Deputy Chairman of the Fleet 
and retired from the Royal Navy in October 2012. 

In October 2012 he was installed as Canon of Windsor where he serves as 
Canon Chaplain of St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle and Chaplain to the 
Windsor Great Park. 
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Udayan Prasad and his older brother attended Edmonton County 
School in the 1960s70s - Udayan Prasad was bom in Sevagram, 
India on 4 February 1953, but emigrated to Britain with his family 
in 1962. He studied at the National Film and Television School 
and then moved into television, where he directed a number of 
documentaries such as A Corner of a Foreign Field (Channel 4, 
tx. 30/8/1986) and Indian or British or Both? (ITV, 25 4 1986). 
He then directed a series of television films for the BBC: Here is 
the News (tx. 5/3/1989), a conspiracy theory thriller written by 
G.F. Newman; 102 Boulevard Haussmann (tx. 17 12 1991), an 
Alan Bennett-scripted account of the relationship between Marcel 
Proust and his maid, Celeste; and three comedies - They Never 
Slept (tx. 31/3/1991),Running Late (tx. 11/10/1992) and Femme 
Fatale (tx. 7/2/1993) written by Simon Gray. 

Prasad moved into feature films with Brothers in Trouble (1995) 
and My Son the Fanatic (1997), both of which show a keen sense 
of the diasporic concerns of many British-Asian film makers of 
his generation. 
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Professor John Graham Ramsay CBE FRS 
Professor of Geology. ECS 1942-49 





John Graham Ramsay CBE (bom 1931 is a British 
structural geologist. He went to Imperial College 
London and became a full Professor in 1966. In 
the following year he published his first books, 
Folding & Fracturing of Rocks which garnered 
him attention in structural geology. He went on 
to win awards in his field. 

He took his bachelor's degree in Geology at The 
Imperial College of Science & Technology 
graduating with first class honours in 1952. He 
did his doctoral work in the Loch Monar of the 
Scottish Highlands, working on the strain patterns 
seen in highly intensely deformed and repeatedly 
folded rocks in the Moine Series and the 
relationships seen between folded basement and 
its cover rocks, obtaining a Ph.D. in 1954. In 1956 
he obtained NERC post doctorate fellowship and 
worked in the Glenelg region of the Western 
Scottish Highlands. 


After military service in the Royal Engineers (as a Violoncellist and Tenor 
Drummer), he was appointed to a teaching position in the Geology department 
of Imperial College in 1957. Many of his early fundamental research papers 
were written while at the Imperial. Later he held a Professorship at Imperial 
College and then in 1973 moved to the University of Leeds as a Professor 
and departmental chairman. In 1976 he was appointed as a Professor of 
Geology at the Eidgenossische Technische Hochschule (and University of 
Zurich) Switzerland. He is currently Professor Emeritus in both these 
departments. He holds and honorary professorship at the University of 
Cardiff. He is also the author and co-author of four books and many papers 
on structural geology. 


He currently resides in France 


The above is a thread from Wikipedia. 
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We have no photograph. 


Daisy Ridgley sometimes written Ridgeley married name Pell is the earliest 
of old scholars for whom we have career details. 

Bom on 9th January 1909 , she attended Edmonton County School between 
1923 and 1927. 

When she took up athletics, she competed mainly at 200 metres but also at 
100 metres. 

She attended the 1928 Summer Olympics in Amsterdam, but there was no 
women's 200 metre event. 

At the 1930 Women's World Games in Prague she was a member, along 
with Ethel Scott, Eileen Hiscock and Ivy Walker, of the British 4x100 metre 
relay team which won the silver medal. 

In 1931, she won the silver medal at the Olypiad Della Grazia, (Olympics 
of Grace) in Florence in the 100 metre race. 

The above is a thread from Wikipedia. 


32 





Ron Roullier, (ECS 1940-1944) 
Musician, Composer, Arranger, Jazz Parodist. 



In a career of over 6 decades, Ron Roullier has worked as an arranger, 
orchestrator, composer and pianist in London, Hollywood and New York, 
for many of the biggest stars in entertainment. 

On BBC radio and TV, with bands of Jack Parnell, Ted Heath, Ambrose, 
BBC Show Band, John Dankworth, and with singers Cleo Laine, Shani 
Wallis, Matt Monro, Shirley Bassey, Pat Boone and Guy Mitchell. 

In New York, Ron arranged/composed TV commercials at Music Makers, 
was music producer for Ford, The Dodge Boys, with jingle writer Bill 
Fredricks, on spots for Texaco (Bob Hope, Jack Benny and George Burns), 
and hundreds more. 

Arranging credits include the NBC Tonight Show, Merv Griffin TV Show, 
Boston Pops Orchestra, New York Pops Orchestra, Princeton Triangle Club 
Show, NBC "Someone New" series, Tony Bennett, Della Reese, Rosemary 
Squires, Florence Henderson, Shirley Jones&Jack Cassidy, and Mitzi Gaynor. 

Ron has conducted for Jerry Vale, Julius La Rosa, Gail Martin, Guy Mitchell, 
Trudy Richards, Peggy King, Donna Theodore, Mohamed Khashoggi and 
The Mills Brothers. 

As pianist, Ron played for Brook Benton, James Darren, Eddie Fisher, Anita 
O'Day, Dick Haymes, Shirley McLaine, Abbe Lane, Angela Lansbury 
("MAME"), Frank Sinatra Jr., at Westbury Music Fair, The Copacabana, and 
in the Broadway pit orchestra of "STOP THE WORLD". He has a very active 
Facebook account. 
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Roy Sleap was born in September 1940 and joined the 
school in 1952. 

He had a distinguished career as a footballer with Barnet, 
Hendon and Enfield. 

He was a member of the football team that represented 
Great Britain at the Rome Olympics in 1960. 
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Sir Roy Strong, CH - Historian 
(ECS 1946-1953) 


Roy Strong was bom in Winchmore Hill in 1935 and joined the school in 
1946. He is well known as a historian, an author on history, the arts and 
gardens, and as a cultural commentator. He acknowledges the encouragement 
given him by ECS History Teacher Joan Henderson. 

He was the youngest ever Director of the National Portrait Gallery from 
1967 to 1973 and mounted several avant garde exhibitions which aroused 
critical comment. He was also Director of the Victoria & Albert Museum 
from 1974 to 1987 where he caused uproar over the decision to charge an 
entry fee due to government funding cut-backs. 

He has made several TV programs and interviews the last notably with fellow 
historian Lucy Worsley. He was on Desert Island Discs twice. He is no 
stranger to controversy and dressed up as various historical figures for a 
magazine article, 

He was knighted in 1982 and made a Companion of Honour on the 31 st 
December 2015. Membership is restricted 65. He has semi retired to his 
country home The Lasketts set in the idyllic countryside of Herefordshire 
the gardens of which are the creation of Sir Roy and his late wife Julia 
Trevelyan Oman. 
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The Rt Hon Norman Tebbit, 
Baron Tebbit of Chingford, CH 
(ECS 1942-1947) 


tasS* 


Norman Beresford Tebbit was born in 1931 and joined the school in 1942 
He became a journalist on the Financial Times, served with the RAF during 
four years and then joined BOAC in 1953 as a pilot. 


His political career started in 1970 and he became MP for Chingford. He 
came to prominence in the Conservative government of the 1980s, serving 
as Secretary of State for Employment, Secretary of State for Trade anc 
Industry, President of the Board of Trade, as Chancellor of the Duchy oi 
Lancaster and as party chairman. 


Dennis Healey called him the "Chingford skinhead" and Michael Foot 
memorably compared him to a "semi-house-trained polecat" thus 
demonstrating their fear of his adversarial prowess. 

During the Brighton hotel bombing by the IRA 1984 he was injured and his 
wife, Margaret, was permanently disabled and he stepped down as an 
in 1992. He was raised to the peerage in 1992 as Baron Tebbit, of Chingfor 
in the London Borough of Waltham Forest. 

He was created a Companion of Honour on the 31 st July 1987. 


Perhaps he is remembered unfairly as being responsible for the common use 
nowadays of “On yer Bike” which came about when he told of his tathei 
getting on his bike to look for work in the Great Depression. 
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Douglas Waugh ECS 1930-34 



Douglas Waugh celebrated his 100 th Birthday on the 1 st May 
2018. He is thus older than the school. He practised as a 
solicitor in Longfield, Kent for many years. 

He served as a major during the 2 nd World War and travelled 
extensively, to Greece, Italy and Africa and was responsible 
for the repatriation of25,000 German and Hungarian prisoners 
of war. 

He met his late wife Marlene, an Austrian national,in Italy 
where she acted as his secretary. His family joke was that she 
was so efficient that he had to marry her. 

Settling down after the war as a solicitor he was the former 
President of Hartley Country Club and is still Chairman of the 
Dartford Branch of the Italian Star Association. At the time of 
writing he is the oldest surviving ex pupil of Edmonton County 
School. 
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Born in Hackney in 1957, Ray joined the school from 1968 tc 
1973 apprx, after it had become a comprehensive. 

His academic career was somewhat undistinguished, leaving 
school with just a CSE Grade 2 in Drama, but drama was 
something he liked and he was also a successful schoolboy boxei. 
becoming London champion three times and representing 

England. 

Moving on to drama school, from which he was expelled after a 
year, Ray then wangled his way into an audition for a BBC play 
and got the part. The play was the notorious Scum which was 

shelved but remade as a film. 

Ray's career has picked up dramatically in the last few decades 
and he is now so highly successful in film and on TV that he is 
rarely off our screens. Follow him on Twitter. 
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J_ hese pages represent the 
research done by the author 
with help from contemporaries 
and may not be as 
comprehensive as might be. 

If we have missed anybody 
of importance or interest then 
we apologise. 
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\^y opies are free but a 
donation towards the cost 
would be appreciated. 
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